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Be lko  P rope rty  

(V o lun ta ry  C leanup  P rog ram )

Site Location:

Th is  3 .29 -a c re  p rope rty cons is ts  o f seve ra l m ason ry  bu ild in g s lo ca ted  a t 11931 Je richo  R oad  in  K ingsv ille , 

Ba ltim o re  C oun ty , M ary land . The  p rope rty cons is ts o f fo rm e r m anu fa c tu rin g  bu ild in g s and  paved  pa rk in g  

lo ts . O ve rla nd  flow  from  th e  p rope rty  d ischa rges d ire c tly  to  th e  ad ja cen t Low e r G unpow de r Fa lls . W ate r  

and  san ita ry  sew e r se rv ice s  a re  p ro v ided  v ia  on -s ite  w e lls  and  sep tic . D om es tic  w e lls  a re  lo ca ted  w ith in  one -  

ha lf  m ile  o f  th e  p rope rty .

Site History:

O rig in a lly  bu ilt in 1827 , th e F rank lin v ille fa c to ry w as des tro yed by  fire  in 1881 . Po rtio n s o f th e cu rren t 

bu ild in g  w e re  bu ilt in  th e 1880s and 1890s . C o tton  canvas w as m anu fac tu red  a t th e  p rope rty  in  th e ea rly  

1 900s , th is  m anu fa c tu rin g  ended  in  app ro x im a te ly  1915 . Abou t 1925 , th e  p rope rty  w as  so ld  to  O ak  T ire  and  

R ubbe r C om pany , w ho de fau lte d  on  th e ir m ortgage and  c lo sed  in 1928 . In  th e 1930s , p is ton  r in g s w e re  

re po rted ly  p roduced a t th e  p rope rty . In 1945 , th e  p rope rty  w as so ld  to  F rank lin v ille  In dus tr ies  w ho  began  

p roduc ing  p la s tic s , bu t th e  en titie s  had  tro ub le  m ak ing  th e  raw  m a te ria ls  in to  th e  des ired  fo rm s .

In  1954 , Be lko  C o rpo ra tio n  pu rchased  th e  p rope rty  and  began  m ak ing  ru bbe r-be ltin g  p roduc ts  fo r in dus try .  

ALCO  In dus tr ies  pu rchased  th e  p rope rty in  2001 and  cu rren tly  AX IL  C o rpo ra tio n  ow ns th e  p rope rty  a fte r  

pu rchas ing  it in  2002 .

Environmental Investigations and Actions:

In  N ovem be r 1986 , th e M ary land D epa rtm en t o f th e Env ironm en t O il C on tro l P rog ram  (“MDE -O CP ” )  

re ce ived  a  re po rt o f  o il seep ing  in to  th e  L ittle  G unpow de r Fa lls  R ive r. An  in spec tio n  con firm ed  th e  re po rt o f  

o il seepage , th e  p re sence  o f  seve ra l s to rage  ta n ks , and  o il in  th e  p ipe  ro om . The  MDE -O CP  is sued  a  le tte r to  

Be lko  c itin g fa ilu re to re po rt th e lo ss o f 200 ga llo n s o f #4 o il and re qu ir ing  th e fo llow ing : 1 ) subm it a  

subsu rfa ce  in ve s tig a tio n  w o rk  p lan ; 2 ) Be lko  to  im p ro ve  im pe rm eab ility  o f  th e  aboveg round  ta n k  d ike  a rea ; 

3 ) d iscon tinue  s to rin g  coo lin g  so lu tio n  on  th e  hyd rau lic  ro om  flo o r. In  M arch  1987 , Be lko  subm itted  a  w o rk  

p lan  to sea l th e d ike  a rea and in s ta ll a coo lin g so lu tio n s to rage ta n k sys tem , w h ich  w as app ro ved  by  th e  

MDE -O CP .

D u ring  a  June  1987  s ite  v is it, th e  MDE -O CP  obse rved  o il s till seep ing  in to  th e  L ittle  G unpow de r Fa lls  R ive r. 

In  O ctobe r 1990 , MDE -O CP  re ce ived  ano the r re po rt o f o il seep ing  in to  th e  L ittle  G unpow de r Fa lls R ive r, 

th e  D epa rtm en t re qu ired  Be lko  to  change  th e  abso rben ts  on  a  m ore  fre quen t bas is . D u ring  a  subsequen t s ite  

in spec tio n , MDE -O CP obse rved  o il seep ing ou t o f th e pum p house and d itches w ith abso rben t boom s  

in s ta lle d  nex t to  th e  r ive r. MDE -O CP  re qu ired  Be lko  to  con tin ue  m a in ta in in g  th e  abso rben ts , to  com p le te  a  

s ite  assessm en t, and  to  subm it  a  rem ed ia tio n  w o rk  p lan .
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In  1991 , Be lko  re p re sen ta tive s  m e t w ith  MDE -O CP  to  d iscuss scope  o f  w o rk , in c lu d ing  sam p lin g  ac tiv itie s , 

so il bo rin g in ve s tig a tio n , and  re po rt p repa ra tio n . In  Ap ril 1991 , th e MDE -O CP is sued  a le tte r re qu irin g  

Be lko  to  com p le te  an  env ironm en ta l s ite  assessm en t and  a  vo lum e tric  te s t on  th e  lin e  from  th e  p ro cess ing  o il 

ta n k  to  th e  m a in  bu ild in g .

In  M ay 1991 , fo u r m on ito rin g  w e lls  w e re  in s ta lle d  a t th e  p rope rty , tw o  w e lls  (MW -1  and  MW -2 ) con ta in ed  

liq u id  phase  hyd ro ca rbons (LPH ). In  June 1991 , Be lko  in d ica ted  th a t w e ll MW -2  w as ba ile d  fo r tw o  w eeks  

and  200  ga llo n s  o f  p roduc t re cove red . The  pum p  house  seepage  had  re po rted ly s topped  and  th e y  p lanned  to  

ba il th e  w e lls and  m a in ta in th e  abso rben t boom s a long  th e  r ive r fo r one  yea r. In  N ovem be r 1991 , Be lko  

conduc ted  a  g round  w a te r  w e ll s tep  te s t (a t 1 gpm ) p rio r  to  th e  pum p  te s t to  de te rm ine  a  flow  ra te . The  pum p  

te s t c rea ted  no  in flu ence  in  th e  su rround ing  w e lls . In  Janua ry 1992 , th e  MDE -O CP  re ce ived  a  le tte r from  

Be lko  in d ica ting  th a t th e  re qu ired  s ite  assessm en t re po rt w ou ld  be  subm itted  in  la te  Janua ry  fo r  re v iew . A lso  

a vacuum  tru ck evacua ted m on ito ring w e ll MW -2 and re cove red 2 ,500 ga llon s o f to ta l flu id s and  

app ro x im a te ly  50  ga llo n s  o f  pe tro le um  p roduc t.

In  Feb rua ry  2004 , th e  MDE -O CP  re ce ived  ano the r re po rt th a t o il w as en te rin g  th e  L ittle  G unpow de r Fa lls  

R ive r. A  s ite  in spec tio n  fo und  pe tro le um  p roduc t seep ing  in to  th e  r ive r from  tw o  lo ca tio n s . In  M ay  2004 , 

th e  MDE -O CP  re ce ived  a  le tte r from  Be lko conce rn ing  th e  p roposed  scope o f w o rk , in c lu d ing  evacua tin g  

and  c lean ing  o f  fo u r o ld  s to rage  ta n ks , rem ova l o f  a  d ischa rge  p ipe  w h ich  le ad  from  th e  bu ild in g  flo o r d ra ins  

to  th e  em bankm en t, conduc tin g  p roduc t  fin ge rp rin tin g  ana lys is , and  in s ta llin g  te s t p its .

In N ovem be r 2004 , Be lko subm itte d a Focused S ite In ve s tiga tio n , In te rim  M easu re s and M on ito ring  

A c tiv itie s  re po rt to  th e  MDE -OCP . The  re po rt ou tlined  th e  fo llow ing : sam p le s w e re  co lle c ted  from  ta n ks , 

te s t p its , w e lls , and  seeps fo r pe tro le um  fin ge rp rin t ana lys is . Tes t p its w e re excava ted  in  th e  re a r o f th e  

p rope rty  and  w as te  ru bbe r and  hyd rau lic  o il w as fo und  in  som e  p its . The  ex te rio r p ipe  ex tend ing  from  th e  

d ra in in th e p ipe ro om  to th e em bankm en t w as rem oved and re p la ced . Fou r ta n ks w e re c leaned and  

evacua ted . In te rv iew s  w ith  a  fo rm e r  p lan t m anage r sugges t th a t th e  o il seeps  m ay  be  from  hyd rau lic  o il used  

in th e p roduc tio n o f m o lded  ru bbe r p roduc ts and no t exc lu s ive ly from  p rob lem s w ith th e aboveg round  

s to rage  ta n k  (A S T )  re le ase .

In June 2005 , th e MDE -O CP re ce ived a Focused S ite C ha rac te riza tio n and Sam p lin g A c tiv itie s re po rt.  

Add itio na l ac tiv itie s w e re p roposed in th e re po rt; 12 so il bo rin g s , s ix sha llow  bed ro ck co re s , and tw o  

add itio na l m on ito ring  w e lls . The  co lle c tio n  o f  g roundw a te r sam p les w as  p roposed  from  a ll p re -e x is ting  and  

new ly  in s ta lle d  m on ito ring  w e lls  and  tw o  on -s ite  d rin k in g  w a te r w e lls .

La te  in  2006 , Be lko  pum ped  and  sam p led  th e  tw o  on -s ite  p roduc tio n  w e lls . The  w e ll sam p lin g  d id  no t de tec t  

any con tam ina tio n . O n M arch 9 , 2007 , th e MDE -O CP  is sued a N o tice  o f V io la tio n  (“NOV ” ) to Be lko  

C o rpo ra tio n  fo r fa ilu re  to  assess  th e  ve rtica l and  ho rizon ta l ex ten t o f  pe tro le um  con tam ina tio n  and  fa ilu re  to  

sam p le  th e  on -s ite  d rin k in g  w a te r w e lls .

O n  M ay  4 , 2008 , th e  MDE  H aza rdous W as te  En fo rcem en t D iv is io n  (“D iv is io n ” ) in ve s tig a ted  a com p la in t  

re ga rd ing  th e  p rope rty  from  a  F rank lin v ille  re s id en t. The  D iv is io n  docum en ted  w as te  d isposa l/d um p  a reas  a t 

th e  Be lko  p lan t in  a  s ite  v is it and  p ro v ided  th e  VCP  w ith  add itio na l haza rdous  w as te  re po rts  from  1989 .
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O n  M arch  20 , 2007 , P&L  In ve s tm en ts subm itted  a VCP  app lica tio n  fo r th e  p rope rty  seek ing  a  N o  Fu rthe r  

R equ irem en ts  D e te rm ina tio n  (“NFRD ” ) as an  in cu lpab le pe rson . O n  Ap ril 25 , 2007 , th e  VCP  deem ed th e  

app lica tio n  package as in com p le te and is sued com m en ts to P&L  In ve s tm en ts III, LLC . O n O ctobe r 12 , 

2007 , th e  D epa rtm en t sen t a  le tte r to  th e  app lican t  re ques tin g  in fo rm a tio n  re ga rd ing  th e ir in te n t to  con tin ue  in  

th e  p rog ram  and  a  tim e tab le  fo r  subm ittin g  re sponses  to  th e  VCP ’s com m en ts .

The  app lican t in d ica ted  in  a  N ovem be r 7 , 2007  le tte r th a t th e y  in te nded  to  con tin ue  in  th e  p rog ram  and  th en  

th e y add re ssed  som e o f th e  VCP ’s p re v iou s com m en ts , bu t changes had  a lso occu rred in  th e deve lopm en t  

p lans . O n D ecem be r 7 , 2007 , th e VCP  is sued a re p ly to th e app lican t’s le tte r in d ica tin g  th a t add itio na l 

cha ra c te riza tio n  w as re qu ired and th a t th e app lican t s till needed to subm it a Phase II w o rk p lan fo r th e  

p rope rty  add re ss ing  p re v ious  com m en ts .

O n  Ap ril 18 , 2008 , th e  app lican t subm itte d  an  upda ted Phase I fo r th e p rope rty , and  on  M ay 5 , 2008 , th e  

VCP  de te rm ined  th a t th e  Phase  I d id  no t com p ly  w ith  th e  Am e rican  Soc ie ty  fo r Tes tin g  and  M a te ria ls  Phase  

I S tanda rd  and  th e  subm iss ion  d id  no t in c lu de  a  Phase  II w o rk  p lan  fo r add itio na l in ve s tig a tio n .

The  D epa rtm en t is sued  a le tte r on  Ju ly 15 , 2008 th a t den ied  P&L  In ve s tm en ts app lica tio n  and  th a t a new  

app lica tio n  w ou ld  be re qu ired  fo r con tin ua tio n in  th e VCP . O n Ju ly 30 , 2008 , th e app lican t subm itte d a  

re sponse to th e VCP , bu t th e subm iss ion la cked a new  app lica tio n and th e Phase II W ork P lan d id  no t 

p ro v ide  fo r  p rope r cha ra c te riza tio n  o f  th e  p rope rty . O n  Augus t 29 , 2008 , th e  VCP  in d ica ted  to  th e  app lican t 

th a t th e ir w o rk p lan  m us t be m od ifie d and a new  app lica tio n m us t be subm itte d fo r pa rtic ip a tio n in  th e  

p rog ram .

In  Sep tem be r 2008 , th e  app lican t re ques ted  an  ex tens ion  to  subm it th e  Phase  II w o rk  p lan , and  on  Sep tem be r  

26 , 2008 , th e  VCP  den ied  th e  re ques t fo r an  ex tens ion . O n  O ctobe r 7 , 2008 , P&L  In ve s tm en ts  app lica tio n  to  

th e  VCP  w as  w ithd raw n .

Planned or Potential Future Action

S in ce  th e  w ithd raw a l o f  th e  p rope rty  from  th e  VCP , th e  fu tu re  use  o f  th e  p rope rty  is  unknow n .

Contact

Fo r add itio na l in fo rm a tion , p lease  con tac t th e  Land  R es to ra tio n  P rog ram  a t (4 10 ) 537 -3493 .
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