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B e lko  P ro p e rty  

(V o lu n ta ry  C le a n up  P ro g ra m )

Site Location:

T h is  3 .2 9 -a c re  p ro p e rty co n s is ts  o f se ve ra l m a so n ry  b u ild in g s lo ca te d  a t 1 1 9 3 1 Je richo  R o a d  in  K in g sv ille , 

B a ltim o re  C o u n ty , M a ry la n d . T h e  p ro p e rty co n s is ts o f fo rm e r m a n u fa c tu rin g  b u ild in g s a n d  p a ve d  p a rk in g  

lo ts . O ve rla n d  flo w  fro m  th e  p ro p e rty  d isch a rg e s d ire c tly  to  th e  a d ja ce n t L o w e r G u n p o w d e r F a lls . W a te r  

a n d  sa n ita ry  se w e r se rv ice s  a re  p ro v id e d  v ia  o n -s ite  w e lls  a n d  se p tic . D o m e s tic  w e lls  a re  lo ca te d  w ith in  o n e -  

h a lf  m ile  o f  th e  p ro p e rty .

Site History:

O rig in a lly  b u ilt in 1 8 2 7 , th e F ra n k lin v ille fa c to ry w a s d e s tro ye d b y  fire  in 1 8 8 1 . P o rtio n s o f th e cu rre n t 

b u ild in g  w e re  b u ilt in  th e 1 8 8 0 s a n d 1 8 9 0 s . C o tton  ca n va s w a s m a n u fac tu re d  a t th e  p ro p e rty  in  th e e a rly  

1 9 0 0 s , th is  m a n u fa c tu rin g  e n d e d  in  a p p ro x im a te ly  1 9 1 5 . A b o u t 1 9 2 5 , th e  p ro p e rty  w a s  so ld  to  O a k  T ire  a n d  

R u b b e r C o m p an y , w h o d e fa u lte d  o n  th e ir m o rtg ag e a n d  c lo se d  in 1 9 2 8 . In  th e 1 9 3 0 s , p is to n  r in g s w e re  

re p o rte d ly  p ro d u ce d a t th e  p ro p e rty . In 1 9 4 5 , th e  p ro p e rty  w a s so ld  to  F ra nk lin v ille  In d u s tr ies  w h o  b e g an  

p ro d uc in g  p la s tic s , b u t th e  e n titie s  h a d  tro u b le  m a k in g  th e  ra w  m a te ria ls  in to  th e  d e s ire d  fo rm s .

In  1 9 5 4 , B e lko  C o rpo ra tio n  p u rch a se d  th e  p ro p e rty  a n d  b e g an  m a k ing  ru b b e r-b e ltin g  p ro d u c ts  fo r in d u s try .  

A L C O  In d u s tr ies  p u rch a se d  th e  p ro p e rty in  2 0 0 1 a n d  cu rre n tly  A X IL  C o rp o ra tio n  o w n s th e  p ro pe rty  a fte r  

p u rch a s ing  it in  2 0 0 2 .

Environmental Investigations and Actions:

In  N o ve m b e r 1 9 8 6 , th e M a ry la n d D e p a rtm e n t o f th e E n v iro n m e n t O il C o n tro l P ro g ra m  (“M D E -O C P ” )  

re ce ived  a  re p o rt o f  o il se e p in g  in to  th e  L ittle  G u n p o w d e r F a lls  R ive r. A n  in sp e c tio n  co n firm e d  th e  re p o rt o f  

o il se e p ag e , th e  p re se n ce  o f  se ve ra l s to ra g e  ta n ks , a n d  o il in  th e  p ip e  ro o m . T h e  M D E -O C P  is su e d  a  le tte r to  

B e lko  c itin g fa ilu re to re p o rt th e lo ss o f 2 0 0 g a llo n s o f # 4 o il a n d re q u ir ing  th e fo llo w in g : 1 ) su b m it a  

su b su rfa ce  in ve s tig a tio n  w o rk  p la n ; 2 ) B e lko  to  im p ro ve  im p e rm e a b ility  o f  th e  a b o ve g ro u nd  ta n k  d ike  a re a ; 

3 ) d isco n tinu e  s to rin g  co o lin g  so lu tio n  o n  th e  h yd ra u lic  ro o m  flo o r. In  M a rch  1 9 8 7 , B e lko  su b m itted  a  w o rk  

p la n  to se a l th e d ike  a re a a n d in s ta ll a co o lin g so lu tio n s to ra g e ta n k sys te m , w h ich  w a s a p p ro ve d  b y  th e  

M D E -O C P .

D u rin g  a  Ju n e  1 9 8 7  s ite  v is it, th e  M D E -O C P  o b se rved  o il s till se e p in g  in to  th e  L ittle  G u n po w d e r F a lls  R ive r. 

In  O cto b e r 1 9 9 0 , M D E -O C P  re ce ive d  a n o th e r re p o rt o f o il se e p in g  in to  th e  L ittle  G u n p ow d e r F a lls R ive r, 

th e  D e p a rtm en t re q u ire d  B e lko  to  ch a n ge  th e  a b so rb e n ts  o n  a  m o re  fre q u e n t b a s is . D u rin g  a  su b se q u e n t s ite  

in sp e c tio n , M D E -O C P o b se rved  o il se e p in g o u t o f th e p u m p h o u se a n d d itch e s w ith a b so rbe n t b o o m s  

in s ta lle d  n e x t to  th e  r ive r. M D E -O C P  re q u ire d  B e lko  to  co n tin u e  m a in ta in in g  th e  a b so rb e n ts , to  co m p le te  a  

s ite  a sse ssm e n t, a n d  to  su b m it  a  re m ed ia tio n  w o rk  p la n .
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In  1 9 9 1 , B e lko  re p re se n ta tive s  m e t w ith  M D E -O C P  to  d iscu ss sco p e  o f  w o rk , in c lu d in g  sa m p lin g  a c tiv itie s , 

so il b o rin g in ve s tig a tio n , a n d  re p o rt p re p a ra tio n . In  A p ril 1 9 9 1 , th e M D E -O C P is su e d  a le tte r re q u irin g  

B e lko  to  co m p le te  a n  e n v iro nm e n ta l s ite  a sse ssm e n t a n d  a  vo lu m e tric  te s t o n  th e  lin e  fro m  th e  p ro ce ss in g  o il 

ta n k  to  th e  m a in  b u ild in g .

In  M a y 1 9 9 1 , fo u r m o n ito rin g  w e lls  w e re  in s ta lle d  a t th e  p ro p e rty , tw o  w e lls  (M W -1  a n d  M W -2 ) co n ta in ed  

liq u id  p h a se  h yd ro ca rb o n s (L P H ). In  Ju n e 1 9 9 1 , B e lko  in d ica te d  th a t w e ll M W -2  w a s b a ile d  fo r tw o  w e e ks  

a n d  2 0 0  g a llo n s  o f  p ro d u c t re co ve re d . T h e  p u m p  h o u se  se e p a g e  h a d  re p o rte d ly s to p p e d  a n d  th e y  p la n n e d  to  

b a il th e  w e lls a n d  m a in ta in th e  a b so rb e n t b o o m s a lo n g  th e  r ive r fo r o n e  ye a r. In  N o ve m b e r 1 9 9 1 , B e lko  

co n d u c ted  a  g ro u n d  w a te r  w e ll s te p  te s t (a t 1 g p m ) p rio r  to  th e  p u m p  te s t to  d e te rm in e  a  flo w  ra te . T h e  p u m p  

te s t c re a te d  n o  in flu en ce  in  th e  su rro u n d in g  w e lls . In  Ja n u a ry 1 9 9 2 , th e  M D E -O C P  re ce ived  a  le tte r fro m  

B e lko  in d ica ting  th a t th e  re q u ire d  s ite  a sse ssm e n t re p o rt w o u ld  b e  su b m itted  in  la te  Ja n u a ry  fo r  re v iew . A lso  

a va cu u m  tru ck e va cu a te d m o n ito ring w e ll M W -2 a n d re co ve re d 2 ,5 0 0 g a llon s o f to ta l flu id s a n d  

a p p ro x im a te ly  5 0  g a llo n s  o f  p e tro le u m  p ro du c t.

In  F e b rua ry  2 0 0 4 , th e  M D E -O C P  re ce ive d  a n o th e r re p o rt th a t o il w a s e n te rin g  th e  L ittle  G u n p o w d e r F a lls  

R ive r. A  s ite  in sp e c tio n  fo u n d  p e tro le u m  p ro d u c t se e p in g  in to  th e  r ive r fro m  tw o  lo ca tio n s . In  M a y  2 0 0 4 , 

th e  M D E -O C P  re ce ive d  a  le tte r fro m  B e lko co n ce rn ing  th e  p ro p o se d  sco p e o f w o rk , in c lu d in g  e va cu a tin g  

a n d  c le a n in g  o f  fo u r o ld  s to ra g e  ta n ks , re m o va l o f  a  d isch a rg e  p ip e  w h ich  le a d  fro m  th e  b u ild in g  flo o r d ra ins  

to  th e  e m b a n km e n t, co n d u c tin g  p ro d uc t  fin g e rp rin tin g  a n a lys is , a n d  in s ta llin g  te s t p its .

In N o ve m b e r 2 0 0 4 , B e lko su b m itte d a F o cu se d S ite In ve s tiga tio n , In te rim  M e a su re s a n d M o n ito ring  

A c tiv itie s  re p o rt to  th e  M D E -O C P . T h e  re p o rt o u tline d  th e  fo llo w in g : sa m p le s w e re  co lle c te d  fro m  ta n ks , 

te s t p its , w e lls , a n d  se e p s fo r p e tro le u m  fin g e rp rin t a n a lys is . T e s t p its w e re e xca va te d  in  th e  re a r o f th e  

p ro p e rty  a n d  w a s te  ru b be r a n d  h yd ra u lic  o il w a s fo u n d  in  so m e  p its . T h e  e x te rio r p ip e  e x te n d in g  fro m  th e  

d ra in in th e p ip e ro o m  to th e e m b a nkm e n t w a s re m ove d a n d re p la ce d . F o u r ta n ks w e re c le a n e d a n d  

e va cu a te d . In te rv ie w s  w ith  a  fo rm e r  p la n t m a n a g e r su g g e s t th a t th e  o il se e p s  m a y  b e  fro m  h yd ra u lic  o il u se d  

in th e p ro d u c tio n o f m o ld ed  ru b b e r p ro d u c ts a n d n o t e xc lu s ive ly fro m  p ro b le m s w ith th e a b o ve g ro u n d  

s to ra g e  ta n k  (A S T )  re le ase .

In Ju n e 2 0 0 5 , th e M D E -O C P re ce ive d a F o cuse d S ite C h a rac te riza tio n a n d S a m p lin g A c tiv itie s re p o rt.  

A d d itio n a l a c tiv itie s w e re p ro p o se d in th e re p o rt; 1 2 so il b o rin g s , s ix sh a llo w  b e d ro ck co re s , a n d tw o  

a d d itio n a l m o n ito ring  w e lls . T h e  co lle c tio n  o f  g ro u nd w a te r sa m p les w a s  p ro po se d  fro m  a ll p re -e x is ting  a n d  

n e w ly  in s ta lle d  m o n ito ring  w e lls  a n d  tw o  o n -s ite  d rin k in g  w a te r w e lls .

L a te  in  2 0 0 6 , B e lko  p u m p ed  a n d  sa m p le d  th e  tw o  o n -s ite  p ro d u c tio n  w e lls . T h e  w e ll sa m p lin g  d id  n o t d e tec t  

a n y co n ta m in a tio n . O n M a rch 9 , 2 0 0 7 , th e M D E -O C P  is su e d a N o tice  o f V io la tio n  (“N O V ” ) to B e lko  

C o rp o ra tio n  fo r fa ilu re  to  a sse ss  th e  ve rtica l a n d  h o rizo n ta l e x te n t o f  p e tro le u m  co n ta m in a tio n  a n d  fa ilu re  to  

sa m p le  th e  o n -s ite  d rin k in g  w a te r w e lls .

O n  M a y  4 , 2 0 0 8 , th e  M D E  H a za rd o u s W a s te  E n fo rce m e n t D iv is io n  (“D iv is io n ” ) in ve s tig a te d  a co m p la in t  

re g a rd in g  th e  p ro p e rty  fro m  a  F ra nk lin v ille  re s id en t. T h e  D iv is io n  d o cu m e n te d  w a s te  d isp o sa l/d um p  a re a s  a t 

th e  B e lko  p la n t in  a  s ite  v is it a n d  p ro v id e d  th e  V C P  w ith  a d d itio n a l h a za rd o us  w a s te  re p o rts  fro m  1 9 8 9 .
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O n  M a rch  2 0 , 2 0 0 7 , P & L  In ve s tm e n ts su b m itted  a V C P  a p p lica tio n  fo r th e  p ro p e rty  se e k in g  a  N o  F u rth e r  

R e q u ire m e n ts  D e te rm in a tio n  (“N F R D ” ) a s a n  in cu lp a b le p e rso n . O n  A p ril 2 5 , 2 0 0 7 , th e  V C P  d e e m e d th e  

a p p lica tio n  p a cka ge a s in co m p le te a n d is su e d co m m e n ts to P & L  In ve s tm e n ts III, L L C . O n O cto b e r 1 2 , 

2 0 0 7 , th e  D e p a rtm en t se n t a  le tte r to  th e  a p p lica n t  re q u e s tin g  in fo rm a tio n  re g a rd in g  th e ir in te n t to  co n tin u e  in  

th e  p ro g ra m  a n d  a  tim e ta b le  fo r  su b m ittin g  re spo n ses  to  th e  V C P ’s co m m e n ts .

T h e  a p p lica n t in d ica te d  in  a  N o ve m b e r 7 , 2 0 0 7  le tte r th a t th e y  in te n de d  to  co n tin u e  in  th e  p ro g ra m  a n d  th e n  

th e y a d d re sse d  so m e o f th e  V C P ’s p re v io u s co m m e n ts , b u t ch a n g e s h a d  a lso o ccu rre d in  th e d e ve lo p m e n t  

p la n s . O n D e ce m be r 7 , 2 0 0 7 , th e V C P  is su e d a re p ly to th e a p p lica n t’s le tte r in d ica tin g  th a t a d d itio n a l 

ch a ra c te riza tio n  w a s re q u ire d a n d th a t th e a p p lica n t s till n e e d e d to su b m it a P h a se II w o rk p la n fo r th e  

p ro p e rty  a d d re ss in g  p re v io us  co m m en ts .

O n  A p ril 1 8 , 2 0 0 8 , th e  a p p lica n t su b m itte d  a n  u p d a te d P h a se I fo r th e p ro pe rty , a n d  o n  M a y 5 , 2 0 0 8 , th e  

V C P  d e te rm in e d  th a t th e  P h a se  I d id  n o t co m p ly  w ith  th e  A m e rica n  S o c ie ty  fo r T e s tin g  a n d  M a te ria ls  P h a se  

I S ta n d a rd  a n d  th e  su b m iss io n  d id  n o t in c lu de  a  P h a se  II w o rk  p la n  fo r a d d itio na l in ve s tig a tio n .

T h e  D e p a rtm e n t is su e d  a le tte r o n  Ju ly 1 5 , 2 0 0 8 th a t d e n ie d  P & L  In ve s tm e n ts a p p lica tio n  a n d  th a t a n e w  

a p p lica tio n  w o u ld  b e re q u ire d  fo r co n tin u a tio n in  th e V C P . O n Ju ly 3 0 , 2 0 0 8 , th e a p p lica n t su b m itte d a  

re sp on se to th e V C P , b u t th e su b m iss io n la cke d a n e w  a p p lica tio n a n d th e P h a se II W o rk P la n d id  n o t 

p ro v id e  fo r  p ro p e r ch a ra c te riza tio n  o f  th e  p ro pe rty . O n  A u g u s t 2 9 , 2 0 0 8 , th e  V C P  in d ica te d  to  th e  a p p lica n t 

th a t th e ir w o rk p la n  m u s t b e m o d ifie d a n d a n e w  a p p lica tio n m u s t b e su b m itte d fo r p a rtic ip a tio n in  th e  

p rog ram .

In  S e p te m b e r 2 0 0 8 , th e  a p p lica n t re q u e s te d  a n  e x te n s ion  to  su b m it th e  P h a se  II w o rk  p la n , a n d  o n  S e p te m b e r  

2 6 , 2 0 0 8 , th e  V C P  d e n ie d  th e  re q u e s t fo r a n  e x te n s io n . O n  O cto b e r 7 , 2 0 0 8 , P & L  In ve s tm e n ts  a p p lica tio n  to  

th e  V C P  w a s  w ith d ra w n .

Planned or Potential Future Action

S in ce  th e  w ith d ra w a l o f  th e  p ro pe rty  fro m  th e  V C P , th e  fu tu re  u se  o f  th e  p ro pe rty  is  u n kn ow n .

Contact

F o r a d d itio n a l in fo rm a tion , p le ase  co n tac t th e  L a n d  R e s to ra tio n  P ro g ram  a t (4 1 0 ) 5 3 7 -3 4 9 3 .

Last Update: Ja n u a ry  8 , 2 0 1 0
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