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E ach  re ga rde d  th e  re n ova tion  a s a  g ift 

to  th e  o th e r A nd  like  m os t g o o d  g ifts , 

th e p ro je c t re qu ired so m e sa c rifice It  

m e an t le a v in g b eh in d th e u rba n life  

th ey  b o th  lo ve d  in  W ash ing ton , D  C  , 

to se ttle 4 0 m iles n o rth in th e sm a ll, 

h is to ric m ill to w n o f E llico tt C ity , 

M a ry lan d

T h e 1 8 30 s fa rm h o use th ey fo un d  

th e re  w as m a de  to  o rde r fo r th e ir sp e 

c ia l ta le n ts It su ffe red fro m  co sm e tic  

d ep riva tio n b u t n o se rio us s tru c tu ra l 

flaw s A n d  a la rg e co sm etic p ro je c t in  

th e h a nd s o f tw o p ro fe ss ion a l d es ig n 

e rs— w e ll, a ll w o rk  sh ou ld  b e  su ch  fu n

C o lo r w a s th e m o st d ra -ONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

TO P W ork on the  front porch included replacing ra ilings and 

adding brackets to porch posts a b o v e  The  removal of 

asbestos siding revea led a back door that had been covered 

over with plaster on the  interior A new  glass door added

m a tic , a n d  th e rap e u tic , to o l a t 

th e ir d isp osa l

“ I w a n te d e very th ing a s  

b rig h t a n d  ch ee rfu l a s p o ss ib le  

to ke ep a n u pb ea t sp ir it,”  

e xp la in s M iche le A  p a le tte  o f 

re d , b lu e , a nd g ree n re p la ce d  

p la in  w h ite  to sa tu ra te ro om s  

w ith v iv id co lo r S p ark lin g  

w h ite  h ig h ligh te d  th e  fo rm e r

ly d a rk m o ld ing s a n d o the r  

a rch itec tu ra l tr im s O uts ide , 

re d  w as th e m a g ic to uch  th a t 

e n erg ize d th e h om e ’s b la nd  

w h ite  fa ca de

“ I w ou ld  g o  d ow n to w n  a nd  

loo k u p o n th e h ill a t the  

h ou se  a n d  w o nd e r w ha t co lo r  

w ou ld  m a ke  th e  h ills ide  p re tty ,” sa ys  M iche le “ I lo ve  red  

a n d  d ec ide d  th a t in  w in te r, w h en  e ve ry th in g  isn ’t q u ite  so  

g re en , re d  w ou ld  m a ke  th e  h ou se  p op  o u t a  litt le  m o re  ”  

S h e  a n d  L es  a lso  re aso ne d  th a t re d  m ig h t im p rove  th e  

o ld  a sb es to s  s id in g , w h ich  th ey  cou ld n ’t a ffo rd  to  re p la ce

desired light in the  hall The  radiator has a new  shelf life

with a marble  mante l recycled from  the  living room  fireplace

Les rebuilt the  living 

room  fireplace  with 

an antique  marble  

surround and 

mante l that inject 

e legance  and contour 

W illiamsburg green 

on the  walls creates a  

serene  but rich look
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B u t lu ck w a s in th e ir fa vo r A fte r rem o v ing a sm a ll 

p o rtion  o f it, th ey  d isco ve re d  b ea u tifu l G erm an  sh ip lap  

s id in g  b en ea th T h ey  re m o ve d a ll th e a sb es to s w itho u t  

h av in g  to  re p lace it w ith  a ny  n ew  s id in g “T he  a sbe s tos  

tu rn ed o u t to b e a b less in g b e ca u se it ’s w h a t kep t th e  

w oo d  s id in g  so  w e ll p rese rve d ,” sa ys  M ich e le

... ■ ,ONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

W inston

R e m o v ing  th e  a sbe s tos  re ve a le d  a no the r  se ren d ip itou s  

find a b ack  d oo r “L es h a d  w a n te d  a d oo r in  th e b ack  

h a ll b eca use  h e  fe lt th a t th e  h ou se  o rig in a lly  w ou ld  h ave  

h ad  o ne I sa id , ‘W ell, it d oe sn ’t h a ve  a  d o o r n o w , a n d  it  

d oe sn ’t n e ed a no the r d oo r, ’ ” re ca lls M iche le B u t o nce  

th e  a sbe s tos  w a s  r ipp e d  o ff  a nd  L e ss  h un ch  p rove d  r ig h t, 

h e im m ed ia te ly ra n in th e h ou se w ith  a h a m m e r a n d  

s ta rting  ch op p in g  a w ay  a t th e  p la s te r “V o ila W e  h a d  a  

d oo r,” sa ys  M iche le

a b o v e : N ew  pine  cabinets honor the  kitchen's fa rmhouse  

roots, a peninsula adds counter space , storage, and a casual 

dining spot M ichele, le ft, visits with neighbor C helsie  C lark 

o p p o s it e , t o p  l e f t : The  gardens and landscaping were  an 

integra l part of the  renovation t o p  r ig h t : O rigina l G erman 

shiplap siding (discovered beneath asbestos) was painted 

W illiamsburg red to improve  the  look of this 150-year-old 

house b o t t o m l e f t : A new  gable  that repeats the  larger 

gable  of the  e ll replaces the  shed-style  roof of the  

bathroom, and fresh landscaping integra tes the  house into 

its setting b o t t o m r ig h t : M ichele loves red, and used it to 

invigorate  the  dining room  with welcoming warmth

main leve l after

upper leve l after
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b e l o w : The  bath litera lly got a lift 

with a new  gable  roof/ceiling 

Beadboard, a soaking tub, and a  

pedesta l sink bespeak fa rmhouse  

style , while  the  chandelier and 

sconces— gas lanterns turned 

upside  down and adorned with  

crystal beads— add e legance

Y e t e xp osu re w a sn t a lw ays th e a nsw er O the r s itu a  

tion s re qu ire d th e o p po s ite a pp roa ch a litt le co ve r u p  

a nd ca m o uflag e ‘T he  b a th roo m  w as u n do u b te d ly th e  

u g lie s t p a rt o f  th e  h ou se , ’ sa ys  M iche le H o m e s  in  E lh  

co tt C ity  d id n t h ave  in do o r  b a th ro o m s u n til [th e  m idd le  

o f  th is  ce n tu ry ], so  w h en  th ey  w ere  a dd ed , the y  w ere  ju s t 

ta cke d  o n to  th e  e x is ting  h o use s O u rs  h a d a sh e d ro o f  

a nd  w as  o n  s tilts

R a th e r th a n re m ove th e s tilts a n d s ta rt fro m  th e  

g rou nd  u p , L es co nco c te d  a n e la bo ra te  cove r u p  o f la t 

ticew o rk  a n d  a rch es T h is  co nce a led  th e  s tilts  w h ile  a lso  

c re a ting  a  ch a rm in g  o u tdo o r ro om  in  its  o w n  r igh t, co m 

p le te w ith b rick floo r a n d o u td oo r sh ow er T he b a th  

roo m ’s sh e d ro o f  w a s re p la ced  w ith  a g ab le th a t e cho es  

th e  g ab le  o f  th e  h ou se ’s e ll, a n d  in s ide , e x te nd s  th e  ce il 

in g  u pw ard  to  e xp an d  the  ro o m s  b oxy  d im en s ion s

W he n  th e b a th roo m s im po s

, in g  e x ]ia us t p jp e  p rove d  to o  co s tly

to m o ve , the co up le e m p lo yed a
before

T IM E  L E S  A N D  I E V E R  H A D  t o g e t h e r .
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D ecorative  insights often can save  time  and 

money by preventing mistakes and providing 

fresh vision during renovation.

C olor. W hen concerned that a color may be  

too bright or intense , consult a chart of 

historic hues. "E ven when doing 

contemporary design, I a lways use  historic 

colors," says M ichele  D rury. "I used them  on 

the  farmhouse, not because  of its age, but 

because  I knew  they would give me  the  

mellow look I was after." T ip: By using more  

than one  historic color throughout the  home, 

or in combination on the  exterior, you a lso 

have  assurance  that the  colors have  the  

same  va lue  or intensity and "go together." 

P aint. P ainted-on color hides the  proverbial 

multitude  of sins. U se  it on floors and doors 

|to disguise imperfections. R ich color, versus 

*a neutral, can improve  unlikely surfaces such 

as old siding, says M ichele. Try decorative  

techniques, such as sponging, to hide  

flaws on walls.

s tra teg y th a t b eca m e a h a llm a rk o f th e ir re no va tio n : 

T ran s fo rm  a n e yeso re in to a rch itec tu re . H ere , it  

m e an t w o rk in g  a rou nd  th e  p ip e  b y  a ng ling  th e  w a ll a t 

b o th e nd s o f th e P o rtu gu ese so ak ing tub fo r a co zy , 

w rap arou nd  e ffec t.

T he y  to o k  th e  sa m e a pp roa ch  w ith  th e  h ou se ’s o ld  

ra d ia to rs , w h ich  w e re a ug m en ted  w ith  n ew  ce n tra l a ir. 

M iche le  a n d  L es  s tam pe d  th em  w ith  th e ir  o w n  b ran d  o f 

a d ap tive  re use . T he y  top pe d  th e  m o s t p ro m ine n t  ra d ia 

to r, w h ich  s id le s u p  to  th e  e n try  s ta irca se , w ith  th e  o ld  

m a rb le  m a n te lsh e lf fro m  the  liv ing  ro om  firep la ce (L es  

h a d a lrea dy re p la ce d it w ith a no the r a n tiqu e ). T he n  

th ey  flan ked  th e  sh e lf  w ith  o rna te  w oo de n  b ra cke ts to  

a d ap t th e ra d ia to r in to a o ne -o f-k ind co nso le ta b le , 

co nve n ien t fo r s ta sh ing  d a ily  m ail.

In a n o dd ly sh a pe d g ue s t b ed roo m , re no va tion  

m e an t s tr ik ing  a  b a la nce . F irs t, L e s e lim ina ted  a sm a ll 

co rn e r c lo se t th a t m a de th e ro o m  a w kw a rd . H e th en  

c re a te d  a  n ew  c lo se t o n  th e  a d jace n t w a ll b y  e nc los ing  

a n  a lcove  w ith  F ren ch  d oo rs . F or sym m etry , a n  e x is ting  

c lo se t fa rth e r d o w n  th e  w a ll w a s e n la rg e d to  th e  sa m e  

s ize  a nd  a lso e n c lose d  w ith  F ren ch  d o o rs . F ina lly , in  a  

b it o f v isu a l tr ic ke ry , b o th  se ts o f d oo rs w e re co ve red  

from  the in s ide w ith  la ce p an e ls , h id in g th e “v ie w ”  

b eyo nd  a n d  le a v in g  it, in s tea d , to  th e  im ag in a tion .

A w kw a rdn ess a lso p la g ue d th e k itch e n , w h ich  

d em a nd ed th e m os t w o rk a nd m o ne y . “ It h a s th re e  

d oo r o p en ing s , tw o  low  w ind ow s  w ith  ra d ia to rs  u n de r  

th em , p lu s a fu rn ace flue . Im po ss ib le ,” sa ys M ich e le . 

T he  q ue s tio n o f h ow  to in trod uce  m o re s to rag e a n d  

co un te r sp a ce fina lly  w a s a n sw e re d b y  M iche le ’s tw in  

b ro th e r, a b u ild e r, w h o sug ge s ted  a d d ing a p e n in su la  

a nd  p an try  w a ll. W ith  3 6 -inch  w a ll-h un g  a n d  b ase  ca b 

ine ts , th e  n e w  w a ll p rov ide s b o th  s to ra ge  a n d  co u n te r 

sp a ce , a s d oe s  th e  p en in su la . A n d  w ith  b a rs to o ls  p u lle d  

u p  to  o ne  s id e , th e  p e n in su la  s till a llow s  th e  k itche n  to  

b e  th e  h u b  o f  th e  h om e , a  co zy  sp o t fo r h av in g  a  m e a l 

o r  ju s t v is iting .

S ta rt to fin ish , th e re n ova tio n to ok five m o n ths , 

w ith  m o st o f  th e  tim e  a nd  b ud ge t sp en t o n  ca rp e n try , 

p a in tin g , a nd  la n dsca p in g .

A  little  m o re th a n a ye a r a fte r th e h o m e w as fin 

ish ed , L e s d ied . “W e h ad w o rke d o n o th e r p ro jec ts  

to ge the r, b u t n o th ing  th a t w a s th is m u ch fu n ,” sa ys  

M iche le . “ In  fac t, re no va tin g th is fa rm h o use w a s th e  

b es t tim e  th a t L es  a n d  I e ve r h ad  to ge the r.” It a lso  w as  

th e  b e s t g ift sh e  co u ld  h a ve  g ive n— o r re ce ived . 
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W ith its new doorway tofhe  hall, the  back te rrace  has 

become  a favorite  spot. Arches and latticework tilde  the  stilt 

construction of the .  second-floor bathroom  above (added 

earlier this century), while  creating an outdoor room. A  

shower and storage  are  concealed-within la ttice  "legs."
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