CH-70

Jameson House, (Dent's Levels)

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.

Last Updated: 11-21-2003



MARYLAND INVENTORY OF Survey No. CH-70

HISTORIC PROPERTIES
Magi No.
_Maryland Historical Trust DOE ves no

3tate Historic Sites Inventory Form

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic Dent's Levels

and/or common Jameson House

2. Location

street & number 5685 Bumpy Oak Road ____not for publication

city, town LaPlata ___vicinity of congressional district

state MD county Charles

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status ‘Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum

X building(s) x private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational X private residence
site Public Acquisition  Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific

being considered yes:unrestricted industrial transportation
X not applicabie no military other:

4_ own er Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Kenneth G Leib

street & number 5685 Bumpy Oak Road telephone no.: 301-283-6435

city, town LaPlata state & zip code MD 20646-5817

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Charles County Courthouse liber 1086

street & number 200 Charles Street folio 480

city, town LaPlata state & zip code MD 20646

6. Representation in Existing Historical Surveys

title

_ date federal state county local

depository for survey records

city, town state & zip code




7. Description Survey No. CH-70

—Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered x original site
good ruins X altered moved date of move
fair unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

Dent's Levels is located on the west side of Bumpy Oak Road near the junction of Bumpy Oak and
Livingston Roads. Dent's Levels is a two-story with one-story side wings frame house with German
siding (a 1902 replacement of the original weatherboard siding). The center five-bay, two-story section
features six-over-six-sash windows with apparently original shutters on the upper story, a three light
transom above a replacement glass front door, asphalit shingle roof, and modem porch. This section
was built in two stages. The southern part of the two-story house, salt box in form, is reported to be the
oldest part of the house. An exterior end double shouider chimney is located between this section and
the circa 1850 one-story addition. Although no age for this section has been determined it is possible
that it was built by Walter Hannon circa 1824 or perhaps circa 1783 by John Dent (Rivoire 1980).
According to a former resident, Mrs. Louise Highby, the northern section of the two-story house was
built circa 1820. The southern one-story addition was built circa 1850 by Dr. Compton (Louise Highby's
great-grandfather) as a doctors office. This section has German siding, six-over-six-sash windows,
brick pier foundation, and an extremely narrow doorway. The northern one-story addition was built
circa 1870 by Dr. Compton and has German siding, six-over-six-sash windows, and brick foundation.
Although denied entry inside the house, a floor plan was drawn with the aid of Louise Highby.

There was originally a two-story kitchen to the rear of the original section of the house. Extant
outbuildings include a frame vegtable/fruit house with a louvered cupola and recent rear addition, two
small frame sheds, one with asbestos siding, and two modern garage/sheds.

According to a daughter of a former owner, Louise Highby, she is a descendant of George and John
Dent, sons of William Dent who received the land as part of a land grant from the king of England. The
land was in some branch of the Dent family from that period until it was sold by Louise Highby's father.
Also according to Mrs. Highby, Union troops occupied the house during the Civil War and was used as
a pay station by the Union. Additional family history is available in the original inventory form written
by J. Richard Rivoire.



8. Significance Survey No. CH-70

—Period Areas of Significance _Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation aw
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature
1600-1699 X architecture education military
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
X 1800-189¢ commerce X exploration/settlement phitosophy __ theater
1900-2000 communications industry politics/government _______transportation
invention _____other(specify)

science
sculpture
social/

RARRAN

Specific dates Builder/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: A B x C D
and/or
Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: national state X  local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

Dent's Levels is an attractive two-story farmhouse with one-story side additions. The original
two-story hall and parlor plan salt box house was probably constructed in the late eighteenth or
early nineteenth century. Additions to the house include a two-story circa 1820 section, a one-
story circa 1850 section and one-story circa 1870 section. Although the interior was not
accessible due to the objections of the owner, there have been minimal alterations to the
exterior of the house and its appears eligible for the National Register under Criteria C for its
architectural significance as an early vernacular house in Charles County. Although
inconclusive, research done by the preparer of the original inventory form, J. Richard Rivoire,
and information from the daughter of a former owner, Louise Highby, indicates that the
property may also be eligible for the National Register under Criteria A for its association with
the early settiement of Charles County and/or B for its association with the Dent Family.
Additional research will be needed to determine eligibility under Criteria A and B.

: MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
Eligibility Recommended X Eligibility Not Recommended

Criteria: A B /( C D Considerations: _ A B C__D_E F G _None

Comments:

yal Py /4 ) /
Reviewer, OPS: Z/ W %’ A W/ Date: / / Y / Od
f

Reviewer, NR Program: ﬁ W Date: /3< ll_( o0

A"
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9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. CH-70

Louise Highby

— 1. Richard Rivoire, Maryland Historic Trust Inventory Form, September 1980

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name

Quadrangle scale

UTM References

do NOT complete UTM references

Al bbb bl b el Ll bbbl
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Cll [ 1] L4111 D] | 111 I
El | P41 I O I | Fl | L1 | B |
G| | | 111 I I H| | | 111 I I

Verbal boundary description and justification

cist all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By

namefitle  Jody Jones

organization Coastal Carolina Research date 302100

street & number 407 Trade Street telephone 252-641-1444

cCity or town Tarboro state NC

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by an
Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated Code
of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any
infringement of individual property rights.
return to: MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

DHCP/DHCD

100 COMMUNITY PLACE

CROWNSVILLE, MD 21032-2023

(301) 514-7600
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST CHAS-70

MAGL # 0900705404
INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

HISTORIC JAMESON EOUSE (Dent's Levels)

AND/OR COMMON

I LOCATION

STREET& NUMBER  Wogt side of Bumpy VOak Reoad

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Pomonkey __wionityoe Bryan's Road 1st
STATE COUNTY
Marvland Charles
EJCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
—_DISTRICT __PUBLIC Xoccurien —AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
ZBUILDING(S) XerIVATE —_UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL _PARK
—STRUCTURE _BOTH —WORK {1 PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL ZPRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —_ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—OB8JECT —INPROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNIZENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED —YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —-TRANSPORTATION
Ao __MILITARY __OTHER ’

EGOWNER OF PROPERTY

name  Louise J. Hichby Teleph &
elephone %:

$TREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN STATE, 217 Code
Bryan's Road  VICIN'TY OF Marvliand
£ TIR DT
*ILOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 85
COURTHOUSE, Folio #: 453
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Charles County Courthouse -

STREET & NUMEER Ci’larles Street

Ty, TOWN La Plata, Maryland Statt
i_fﬁ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

CAYTE

— FEDERAL __STATE __COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN STATE




74§ DESCRIPTION - A
B4 CH=70

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

~—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED 3_UNALTERED SCORIGINAL SITE
ZG000 —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE -
—FAIR —_UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

See Attached

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



JAMESON HOUSE ‘ CHAS-70
( Dent's Levels)

#7: Description:

The Jameson House (Dent's Levels) is situated on the west side
of Bumpy Oak Road, less than one-quarter mile south of the junction
of Bumpy Oak Road and Livingston Road.

Surrounded by a number of large shade trees, the Jameson House
is an attractive, two-story, frame farmhouse of a three-part compo-
sition consisting of a two-story, five-bay center section with one
story, one bay flanking wings. The principal facade faces east and
has a centered door flanked by four windows of six-over-six pane sash
with louvered shutters, all of which is sheltered by a one story, shed
roofed porch. At the second floor level are five windows, also of
six-over-six sash and with louvered shutters, each window aligned with
the opening kelow. From the south the main block is of a "salt kox"
profile, with the elongated rear slope of the roof extending aktout
two-thirds of the length of the house from the south end. A two-story,
brick, exterior chimney, now painted white, stands at the south end
of the main block while at the opposite end there is a smaller "stove
flue" chimney projecting from the roof ridce,

According to a previous owner of the house whose family owned the
property since about 1860 (Mrs. Louise Highbyv, Bryan's Road, Md.), the
south end section of the house, including the present center hall and
two south-end rooms. is the oldest mart cof the house, and that the
existing south chimnev is one of two exterior chimneys that once stood
here. According to this same source the main block was extended at
the north end and the one story winas added in the 1860's and 187(C's.
A two-story, semi-detached kitchen with a large exterior chimney was
torn down about 30 vears ago. The remaining outbuildings, includinc
a small karn and two gable-roofed sheds with louvered cupclas, aprear
to be of late-nineteenth century date.



PERIOD
—PREHISTORIC
—1400-1499
—1500-1599
—1600-1699
X 1700-1799
- 1800-1899
—1900-

i SIGNIFICANCE

—~ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC
—AGRICULTURE
XARCHITECTURE

—ART

— COMMERCE
—COMMUNICATIONS

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC

—.COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
—CONSERVATION —LAW

—ECONOMICS  —LITERATURE

—EDUCATION —MILITARY

—ENGINEERING —MUSIC
—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY

~INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT
—INVENTION

CH-7°

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE
—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—~—THEATER
—TRANSPORTATION
—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

See Attached

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



‘'JAMESON HOUSE CHAS-70
(Dent's Levels)

48: Statement of Significance:

An attractive frame farmhouse consisting of a two-story, five-bay
center block with one storv, one bay flanking wings, situated amidst
arounds shaded by gnarled oaks, the exterior appearance of the
Jameson House is that of a romfortable rural farmhouse of the mid-
nineteenth centurv. However, although substantially enlarced and
renovated in the 1860-1880 period by Dr. Ruel Keith Compton, the
house is actually older than its overall exterior plan and detail
suggest. At least two-thirds of the house, including the present
center hall and two south end rooms, predate the mid-nineteenth
century renovations and in whole or part may have origins dating as
early as the late-eichteenth century.

The Jameson House is located on part of a tract of land identified
as Dent's Levels, 480 acres patented by Captain Ceorge Dent (1690~
1754) in 1725.1 Dent, who was High Sheriff of Charles County and
a member of the Maryland Ceneral Assembly (1720, 1724-1726), and
Chief Justice of the Provincial Court (1754), ‘willed a major portion
of Dent's Levels to his son, John Dent.2 Born in 1733, John Dent,
wvho in 1753 married Sarah Marshall, daughter of Thomas Hanson Marshall
of nearby Marshall Hall, was elected Brigadier General by the Marvland
Convention in 1775.3 1In 1783 he was assessed for 280 acres cf Zent's
Levels, improved by "one dwelling house and kitchen,; unfiniched.,"

The same tax assessment lists the remaining 200 acrres of the Dent's
levels patent, improved by a log dwelling house, as owned by William
Mason.?

In 1816, John Dent, son of General John Tent, scld a 225 acre trart
of land that included a portion of Dent's Levels_to Sarah M. Briscoe,
administrix of the estate of Dr. Edward 3riscoe.,? In 1824 Georre Mason
s0ld to Walter W, Hannon 30 acrres identified as part of Dent's Levels.
Hannon sold the same 30 acres to his son, Henry Hanron, in 1832. 1In
1846 the 30 acres passed in ownership to Walter Hannon, Jr.5

In 1847 Dr. Zdward Miles, a prospercus phvsician and land speculator,
sold to George Downs 42 acres, including a pgrt of lDent's Levels Miles
had purchased from the Hannons and Briscoes. A deed recorded in 1875
between John Mitchell, administrator of the estate of Charles *. Temen:,
and Mrs. Pachael J. Compton, wife of Dr. Ruel Keith Compton, states
that Charles Dement sold Mrs. Compton <0 acrres of Dent's Levels but
had died before the convevance had been recorded.8 This was the same
land Dement had purchased in 1854 at a trustee's sale of the real
estate of George W. Downs and which had been sold to Downs in 1847 bv
Dr, Miles. xcluded from the 1854 tfransfer, however, was abkout 2 acres
on which stood a house and store known as "Bumpv Oak". (Acrording to
an 1866 deed assoriated with an adjarent proverty, the Bumpv Cak store
house burned to the cround in 1865.9)



" JAMESON HOUSE . CHAS-70
{(Dent's Levels)

#8: Statement of Significance

Page Two

In 1903 Dr. Ruel Keith Compton, a prominent physician living 1in
Baltimore at the time, and executor of the estate of his wife, Rachael
Compton (d. 1900), sold to Jennie H. Warren the 40 acreslgf Dent's
Levels John Mitchell had sold to Rachael Compton in 18757 In 1929
Sarah Jameson and Edward, John and Elinor Warren, children and heirs
of Jennie and John Warren, sold the 40 acres of Dent's Levels "upon
which...Rachael J. Compton resided at the time of her death...and on
which Jennie Warren and John Warren more recently resided”™ to Rachael
Hurlburt.ll Ten years later Hurlburt sold the same land to Charles
Smith.1l2 In 1947 the 40 acres were conveyed by Smith to Louise Jameson
Highby and Elinor and William Penn Jameson.13

Althouch no conclusions have been arrived at concerning the age of
the oldest part of the existing house, it is possible that it was built
by Walter Hannon soon after his purchase of the 30 acres of Dent's
Levels from Ceorce Mason in 1824, However, a small Dent familv
cemetery located directly across the road suggests that it may have
been the "unfinished" dwelling house and kitchen belongina to John
Dent in 1783 and thus part of the lands sold by Dent to Sarah M.
Briscoe in 1816. ‘

Footnotes:

1. Newman, Harrv Wriaght. Charles Countv Centrv, (Baltimore: Cenea-
logical Publishing Company; 1971.) . 17.

2. Ibid.

3. 1Ibid. p.23,2¢

4, Hall cf Records, Annapolis, Marvland. 1783 Tax Assessments, Charles

Countv, District 6, Ceneral.

5. Land Reccrds, Charles County Courthouse, La Plata, Marvland. Liber
WM#2, folio 230,

6. Ibid. Liber I3#%#15, folio 456; Liber IR#22, folio 493; Liber W2,
folio 153.

7. Ibid. Liber !»M#2, folio 270

8. Ibid. Liber BCS#1l, folio 68

9, 1Ibid. Liber CAH#1l, folio 83

10, Ibid. Liber 3CS#14, folio 469

11. Ibid., Liber "MA#50, folio 174

12, Ibid. Liber WMA#71, foclio 195

13. Ibid. Liber PQi#85, folio 453
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

FUIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTIGN

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

FZIFORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE . . .
J. Richard Rivoire, Consultant
ORGANIZATION . DATE
Ccharles County Planning Department September, 1980
STREET & NUMBER . TELEPHONE
Charles County Courthouse
CITY OR TOWN STATE j
La plata Maryiand

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ki,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared f£or information
and record purpcoses only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- t102
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